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The Prompter. 





To be Continued TuesDays and Fripars, 





EXCURSIONS are zmexpiably bad, 


And ’tis much /afer to LEAVE ouT than ADD, 


Rofe. 





TUESDAY, MARCH if. 1739. 
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p24ae em F one were to form a Judgment of 
eee ge the Genius of our Theatrick Ma- 
> agers, and to make a Compari- 
fon between them, from the dif- 
ferent Pieces each has brought on 
this Seafon, one wou’d rather in- 
cline in favour of the light-heel’d 

: 2” Mr. Lun. He has fhewn fome 
Yudement, in bringing only ONE BAD Play on, which 
had at leaft good Language, and fome mew and pretty 
Reflections in it; — whereas his BRoTHER MANna- 
GER has, withour avy Fudgment at all, brought feve- 
ralon; andevery one, bya regular and gradual Pro- 
ereffion, worse than the preceding. 

I begin almoft to defpair of feeing a good mew Play, 
fince The Man of Tafte, or the Guardians, was given 
out, in the Opinion of the above Manager, to be the 
beft wrote, and moft humourous Performance, that 
has appeared for feveral Years A Perfon, that can 
vive fuch a Fudgment of a Play like this, muft want 





» JUDGMENT, in a very eminent Degree, HimMsEr, 


and can therefore hardly be ye say to knowa Goop 
PLay, ‘The Confequence of which will be, that the 
Plays he receives, will either be chofen by his own 
particular Opinion (the Goodnefs of which he has 
given us a fufficient Sketch of in The Man of Tafte) 


or elfe Caprice or Recommendation, neither of which ° 


feems to promife much in Favour of good Plays, un- 
lefs his Friends have more Skill than himfelf. 

WHEN I firft heard aGentleman had become Pur- 
chafer of the Patent, after the THEATRICK WAR 


before I enter’d upon my prefent Employment, i 


began to conceive Hopes, that the Stage, by a proper 
Management, and by falling into more LIBERAL 
Hands, might be reftored to its ancient Dignity, Ufe, 
and Luftre. I thought Plays wou’d want no other 
Recommendation than their own Wor'TH; and good 
Authors, be look’d upon (WHAT THEY REALLY 
ARE) as BENEFACTORS TO THE STAGE, and not 
as Perfons on whom Obligations were conferred in the 
Reception of their Pieces. I thought an End would 
a}Once be put to that MEAN SuBMission, that, for 
a long time, had been ExacTED by the Proup 
MANAGER, who, taking Advantage of the Poet’s 
Neceffity, has treated him with the Contempt, more 
Ay due to Himsevr.. I thought Gentlemen -of 

enius, and Fortune, would have been induc’d, by 
he Contideration, that they bad not 4éors, or Here~ 





ditary Mazagers, but an Equal to deal with, tohave 
employ'd their Talents for the Stage, and have at-. 
t-mpted the Reftoration of the Mufes, whofe Seat. 
h:s been fot a long time ufurp’d by /ow Farce and 
abfurd Pantomime. ‘This was confirmed by. a general, 
Opinion fpread over the Town, that the New Mana-, 
ger was determined to ftick to Goop PLays, and to. 
banifh the prefent INTRUDERS. How well he has. 
anifwer'd this Univerfal Expectation of good Manage- 
ment in him, the Succeffion of monftrous Pantomimes, 
fenfele[s Farces, and bad Plays, has more than made. 
apparent to every Body. Whether a whole Winter’s © 
xperience (if he is capable of propet Reflection) may, 
givehim a due Increafe of THEATRICK WisDoM, 
and make the fecond Year of his Reign more glo-. 
rious than the firft, I-will nét pretend to decide. 
My hearty Withes are, that he may become {enfible 
of his Mifmanagement, and not be_afbemed to. 
IMPROVE. 
As to the Play itfelf, if we are to credit the Daily 
Advertifer (a Paper of late grown very kind to Au- 
thors) we are to believe this. Play met with Uziver/al 
Applaufe ; —- Whereas it feem’d to me, that the gene-. 
ral Senfe of the Audience was, that it was even be-. 
neath CoNTEMPT, and that the expreffing a Difhe, 
to it, was doing it more Homour than it deferved. — 
This at leaft was the Opinion of a Set of Gentlemen 
amongft whom I happen’d to be feated. | 
T o give my Readers a true Idea of the Play, it is 
neceffary to acquaint them, that it is almoft a verbal 
Tranflation from two Farces wrote by Moliere, the 
one called ZL’ Ecole des Maris, which takes in that 
Walk that relates to the Guardians and their Charge, 
the other, Les Precieufes Ridicules, which forms the 
other Walk of the Man of Tafte, and comprehends’ 
the remaining Perfons of the Drama. ts 
Tuts Play was given out to be the Coup d'E/fay of a. 
Gentleman now at Rome: If fo, he had very early 
Intelligence what were the reigning Follies of the 
prefent times (which the Letter-writer obferves, He. 
fatirizes, and puts in fo ridiculous a Light) and re- 
turn’d his dramatical Pacquet as expeditioufly. — But. 
not to dwell too long on fo abfurd'an Account of the 
Author, it is certain, whoever he is; he-had a mind 
to be concealed, and in that, has fhewn more Senfe 
than thofe whio fext him to'Rome to hide him ov —_- 
Some Perfons have fancied they have difcover’d Traces 
of our Laureat’s Genius, in the fatirical Additions 
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pit in the Mouth of Lord Ape-Mode, the Max 
bf Tafte; and have confirm’d themfelves in that Opi- 
nion, from one or two remarkable Strokes in the Play, 
perfonal to both the Cibbers, in relation to the Talent 
the one has to writing Opes, and the other; Come- 

DrEs, which Expreffions, they imagine, were thrown 
in, the better to difguife the Author, fince No-body 
could expect they would level any Satire againft them- 
felyes. — But I mutt beg Leave to differ. from.them, 
and, in Behalf both of Father and Son, venture to 
fay, it is much worsg than either of them have ever 
wrote. , 

Lthou’d not have beftow’d any.Time on. it, had 
it not been for the impudent Epilogue that fucceeded 
it, and more impudent Letter publith’d in the above- 
mentioned Paper. I wou’d not willingly fuppofe this 
Letter to be the Growth of the Theatrick Soil, tho’ 
it bears a ftrong Refemblance to fome Publications 
previous to the aéting of the Play, which were di- 
rectly tran{planted from thence. : 

The Title of The Man of Tafte raifed every 
body’s Curiofity, and promifed fomething very {a- 
tfsfactory. “IF the Author had drawn a Man of falfe 
Tafte, and contrafted the Character with ayother 
of a real good Tafte, he had‘done fornething that 
might-have been--both inftrudfive and diverting. 
There was Scope enough, had there been a Genius. 
—Inftead of which, he tranflates a Farce from the 
French’Tongue, the original Intent of which was 
not to ridicule falfe Tafte, but an innocent Piece 
Of Revenge, contrived y two. Lovers, to expofe a 
Couple of «feted, ridiculous Women, who had treat- 
ed them ina very impertinent, unbecomi ! 
and gave themfelves the Airs of ‘Ladies of Fafhion; 
in’ which our Poet, with very little Wit and Judg- 
ment; has ‘foifted {ome common Place Reflections of 
the “loweft Clafs, and adding another Farce of the 
fame ‘Author to it, izfolently calls this motrley Com- 
pofition, a Play. 

“To ‘form a regular CoMEDY out of two FaRcEs 
that have not the leaft Relation to each other, is an 
Abfirdity referved for this unknown Genius, who 
is refélved 6 ont-do, all that went before him. — 


 Not’to acknowledge it is ‘a‘Tranflation, 2/moft ver- 


bal throughout, ‘is'2 Mopesty evry body mutt 
wondet'at i» But-the Author perhaps imagined Mo- 
liere had been fo often ROBBED, that no body 
would “fufpect it could be a THEFT from that 
Poet. ‘The’ Prologue indeed told the Audience it 
was taken from Moliere : but there is a wide Dif- 
ference between working upon another Poet’s Thought, 
and giving it a zew Turn, and tranflating bis Work.— 
Tt isivery poffible for two Poets to have the fame 
Thought, without being Plagiaries to each other ; ‘but 
if isnext to- an Impoffibility for two Poets to write the 
very fame Things, to form the'very fame Plot, and 


tO execiite it with the /gme Incidents,’ without Pla-_ 
i in the latter; andthe Poet, that io: ound 


litefally, ‘without owning he tranflates, ought to 
make publick Sistisfiatiion to the Town whom he 
laee ope les teks. tee. fer{rets,, OF Ry ik Rep 
piefentative, Phe i beyond she Alps, 
‘SFo-enter into’a Criticifm’ of this Play would be 
abfurd.— The two*Farces in the Frech Tongy 
ffom ‘whencé it is taken, confidered apart, are very 
fetty for WHAT ‘THRKY ARE; — but put together 
ome a véry monftrous Thing, which a Frere 
Audietice would bo fg with Scorn. : , 
“T cAN’r hélp fimiling ‘at the Incongruity of our 
ees viet, vo, at the fan in 
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Manner, -Scold, acted but three Nights together, rig re 


I. dowt recolleé I did i? much as {queak ; I miled 


that he. 


is la/bing the Encouragement fhewn to Foreren. 
ERs, brings a FOREIGN Entertainment to a Bry 
TisH Audience; introduced by, a Prologue wrote 
with a View of configing Brizi/) Ta/fe to Britifh 


~ Growth. — One does not know which to admire at 
4 moft, the Folly, or Iepadence of the Uhing.—But the 


Letter giving a Character of it, mentioned before, 
like a Whirlpool {waliows up all our Wonder at 
once, and leaves us not a- Thought beyond irfetf. - 

A FEW Days before this Play came out, there 
was an Article printed;.in one of: the Daily Papers, 
fetting forth, that the Seafon being far advanced, 
and the new~Enrertainment of Harlequin-Orpheus 
very much liked by the Town, they were obliged 
to. add it to the new: Play. — On which a Gentle. 
man, at a Coffee-houfe I ufe, obferved with fome 
Humour, that he-sather fuppofed neither Play nor 
Entertainment -could fupport ITsELF sINGLY, but 
a together might SUPPORT EACH OTHER, as 

wo NEGATIVES MAKE AN AFFIRMATIVE, 
The Event has proved the Truth of his Obferva. 
tion. — Neyer did. two Pieces- fuit-each. other-fo 
well. — Both are Plagiarifms of a different Kind, 
and equally ridiculous and ill put together; Harle. 
quin-Orpheus being nothing but Pizchbeck’s moving 


“Picture, and Fawkes’s Deceptio Vifus 5 Cefar in 


fEzypt’s Swans, and the Birds introduced in Opera’s, 
which the Spectator fo juftly ridiculed. —- An. En. 
tertainment fit. only for Nurfes and Children, and 
misbecoming.the Dignity of the Britifh Theatre. 

I prp intend in my laft to have faid a Word or 
two to-the facetious emmy Worfdale’s Cure fora 


I. fuppofe, to make Room for the ical Pipe; 
but pi Fair Poetefs, whom I was po wi a 
found me fo much Bufinefs, I had not Leifure to 
attend him thro’ his Cure. | 

As the greater Part of that Performance belongs 
to our Countryman Shakefpeare, except a few new 
Scenes, introduced to conneét. the detached - ones 
from the taming of the Shrew, and makeit ONE, the 
chief Merit of the Poet mutt arife from the Good- 
nefs of the Songs, and it muft be confefled, my 
Friend has a pretty Knack at Songs; for except 
ing an Idea, or two, a little too GRoss, though 
WITTY, (if that is poflible) I have not feen a more 
entertaining Farce this good while. But (to fee the 
Fate of good Things!) becaufe it had fome Merit 
in it, it' was therefore DISCONTINUED, — and the 
Magical Pipe goes on playing a Tune fic only for 
Stocks and Beafis to DANCE AFTER. 


Py 
ADVERTISRMENT. 


Y Friend Downright of Dunftable’s fecond Let- 

Y* teris come ta Hand. I am forry I have dif- 
obliged the old Gentleman, by taking LUDICROUSLY 
what he wrote in the Gravity and Sedatenefs of his 
Years. But tho I may encreafe his Anger, I cant 
help thinking be miftakes his own roaring, for mine: 





—e 


indeed at the {trong Puth made at me, an 

lived Ais Sting. However, as he feems frill defiross 
of coming to a pitched Battle, I may oppofe Wai 
to Hornet, when I think the Town repofed enougs 
to attend the Combat without Satiety. 





Printed for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater nofter Row : Where Letters to the AUTHOR | 
GET Bn ae e taken in. “And where the former Numbers may be had. . 
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